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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 22578 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS EG DJ 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN CONCERNS RE DJIBOUTI SITUATION 
REFL (A) CAIRO 22226, (B) STATE 303983 

1 . SINCE AMBASSADOR HAD TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT SADAT IN 
ISMAILIA DEC 22 AND WAS UNABLE TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH 
ACTING FONMIN BOUTROS GHALI, POLCOUNS CALLED ON DIRECTOR 
MFA AFRICAN DEPARTMENT AHMED SIDQI TO CONVEY DEPARTMENT 
VIEW ON SITUATION IN DJIBOUTI. SIDQI SAID THAT GOE 

MISSION TO DJIBOUTI, OF WHICH HE EXPECTS TO BE MEMBER, 

IS AWAITING GREEN LIGHT FROM GOULED. SIDQI LISTENED 
CAREFULLY TO POINTS CONTAINED REF (B) AND SAID HE AGREED 
WITH MOST OF THEM. HE COULD NOT, HOWEVER, AGREE WITH 
SOME OF THEM. 

2. SIDQI SAID GOE HAS TAKEN INITIATIVE OF SENDING A 
MISSION BECAUSE WHILE ALARMED BY SITUATION IT BELIEVES 
IT IS NOT BEYOND REPAIR. HE AGREES WITH U.S. THAT SUR- 
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VIVAL OF DJIBOUTI DEPENDS ON HARMONY BETWEEN AFARS AND 
ISSAS AND THAT GOULED NEEDS THE AFARS. HE CONSIDERS IT 
A HOPEFUL SIGN THAT PRIME MINISTER AND THREE MINISTERS 
HAVE NOT YET HAD THEIR RESIGNATIONS ACCEPTED. GOE IS, 

THROUGH ITS AMBASSADOR, IN CONTACT WITH GOULED AND AHMAD 
DINI. LATTER THEY CONSIDER A MODERATE WHO IS READY FOR 
RECONCILLIATION. GOE GIVES AHMAD DINI CREDIT FOR KEEP- 
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ING AFARS IN LINE DISPITE MEDDLING OF BOTH ETHIOPIA AND 
SOMALIA. 

3. SIDQI SAID IMPLICATION IN U.S. POSITION WAS THAT 
SOMALIA HAD BEEN INTERFERING MORE THAN ETHIOPIA AND THAT 
DOWNWARD TREND IN ETHIOPIAN-DJIBOUTI RELATIONS RE- 
SULTED FROM THEM. SIDQI COULD NOT ACCEPT THIS VIEW 
SAYING THAT ETHIOPIAN INTERFERENCE WAS AT LEAST AS GREAT 
AS SOMALIA’S. IN ANY CASE HE SAID GOE MISSION COULD NOT 

BE AN ADVOCATE FOR ETHIOPIA FOR THIS REASON. BE BE- 
LIEVED ETHIOPIA'S DESIGN IS EVENTUALLY TO CREATE AN AFAR 
STATE TO ASSURE THEM ACCESS TO THE SEA SINCE THEY ARE 
EXPECTING TO LOSE ERITREA SOON. 

4. SIDQI SAID THE TWO PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES OF AN EGYPTIAN 
MISSION TO DJIBOUTI WOULD BE (A) TO CONVINCE GOULED NOT 
TO FALL INTO TRAP OF GIVING IMPRESSION THAT HE IS PRO- 
SOMALI. INSTEAD HE SHOULD CONTINUE TO ACT AS A NATIONAL 
LEADER AND NOT ALLOW RESIGNATIONS TO PUSH HIM INTO TAKING 
POSITION AGAINST MPL; AND (B) TO BACK FRENCH MILITARY 
ACTION IN CASE OF CONFRONTATION. SIDQI SAID GOE HAS 
ALREADY CONTACTED FRENCH AND TOLD THEM IF SITUATION GETS 
WORSE, FRANCE SHOULD ASSUME ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AND NOT 
BE SHY. HE HAD NO DOUBT THAT THE SOME 3,000 FRENCH TROOPS 
IN DJIBOUTI COULD DEAL WITH THE SITUATION AND SAID THAT 
GOE WOULD PUBLICLY BACK FRANCE. EILTS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 CAIRO 22578 221511Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, FOREIGN INTEREST REPRESENTATION, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977CAIR022578 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770477-1244 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771228/aaaaawvw.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7e1c49fe-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 CAIRO 22226, 77 STATE 303983 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 149199 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EGYPTIAN CONCERNS RE DJIBOUTI SITUATION 
TAGS: PINS, EG, DJ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7e1 c49fe-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



